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tries above- menttonM -^ and reft perfwaded , that dlpo/Tibleert- 
deavours fliall be employed on our parts , to recommend all ^ 
what fhali thus bepropofed by them^ to om Correfpondencs, 
with the fame earneftnefs we do our own Diredlions ^ fuggefted hf 
feveral of our Curious Friends, 

Inquiries for Surattc, 

dnd sther farts of the Eaft-Indies, 

THou^h thefe £lmries have been already diffatcht for India , and 
[ome of them even received an Anfrver , jet , becaufe 'tis alto- 
gether necejfary , to have confirmations of the truth of thefe things 
from feveral hands ^ before they be relyed on ^ it vo^ thought ft ^ ra-* 
ther to fublijh the Inquiries alone ^ for a more certain and full In for-- 
mat ion , than norv to joyn fuch Anfwers thereunto; 

The Inquiries are thefe 5 as the Relations publifht by Turcha^s-, 
Linfchoten ^ 2ind othQvs J concerning thofe parts ;, have given oc- 
cafion to propofe them, 

1, Whether ic be true ^ that Diamonds and other Pretious 
Stones , do grow again after three or fouryears, in the fame pla- 
ces where they have been digg'd out c" 

2, Whether the Quarries of Stone near Fettipore^ not far from 
Agra^y in the iV/^^(?/s Dominions , may be cleft like Loggs-, and 
fawn like Planks , to ceel Chambers and cover H6ufes therewith^ 
Likewife ^ Whether about Sadrapatan , on the Coafkoi Cor oman- 
dei^ there be a Stone of the like nature 5 fo as 5 fetting a Wedge 
upon it ^ one may cleave it with a Mallet as thick and as thin ^ ar> 
one pleafeth c* 

3, Whether upon thjs fame Coaft of Coromaniely about Tutu'^ 
i;orin*j and upon that of Ceylon^ at Manar ^ zn(i^afanafatan:,ih^y 
fifh Pearls yZ%%ood as thofe about Ormiis i Whether thofe Pearls 
are the better , the deeper they lie < What is the greateft depth^ 
they are known to have been taken at < And whether it be true ^ 
that fome of the Natives there^ can ftay under Water half anhomv 
without any Arte' 

4, Whether the Iron in Pegu and^apan^ befar better thanonrs^ 
and if fo^ what is to be cbfervcdin the melting ^ forging^ and tem- 
pering of it i 

:; whether 



5. Whether in SHmatra there be a fountain^ rnnning a very 
Sanative Oyl ^ And whether the ignivomoos Moimtain in the 
lame Ifland , do /burn continually , and caft out ftones fo eaten 
out by the fire , that they fwini i 

6. What is the Opinion of the more Inquifitiire Men inchofe 
parts 5 of Amber-gris < And whether the greatefl quantities and 
inaffes of it are found about the lUeMaurifim f 

7. Whether it be Winter on the Eafl-fide of the Mountain 
Gam^ which comes fromthe North to Cape C^;^^r/>, whiFftic 
is Summer on the Wcfl-fide, andfo> mceverfai 

8. Whether it be true , that upon the Coaft of CorommdcU 
\6 deg. Northern Latitude , between Paleacote and Mafelufafan^ 
50. Leagues in length (the hot winds blowing from the Land- ward 
from 8, in the Morning , till 4. in the Afternoon y with fuch a fuf- 
focating heat 5 that the Inhabitants are not able to endure it ^ with- 
out extraordinary helps and refrefliments every one daily for his 
provifion of drink-, hangs his Bottle ^ made of common pot-earth^, 
Tiod filled with Well-water ^ or other potable Liquor , upon fome 
Poflj Tree^ or Wall ^ In places > where the Sun and Wind are mX)ft 
piercing 5 leaving it there all the day long in the fcorching heat ^ 
and then taking it up about Evening at 4, of the Clock , the 
Drink is more cool y than any depth of Cellerage with us can make 
itf And whether, on theconrrary, the Bottles being fuffered to 
continue in the Air, as before ^ during the coolSea-gales^ which 
come in after thefaid hour , and continue all Night ^ till 8, in the 
Mornings to the refrcftment of all Creatures, the Liquors grow 
hoc and unfit for drink < 

9. W hether the Tide near Mindanao . qoin^ from the Mohcca^s 
to the fhtUffindSy are fo fwift , that neither contrary Winds nor 
Anchors ^ can fave a Ship from being carried zwzy by it 5 and thac 
it rifes but about 3^, or 4. hti< And whether the like be obfer- 
ved in the Bay oi' Cambajay and in that between Af^r/^W and 
jp'egfs^ And particularly , Whether in thefaid Bayes , the Tides 
come in with that impetuofity and fwifcnefs about iht ^aners 
of the Moon, that the Watch-men from high Towers muft with 
their Trumpets give warning to the people to retire 5 and that a 
Horfe in his fwiftefl; courfe , when fuch a Tide comes upon him, 
cailnot out-run it : as Jfaac Fofsius obferves , Lib. De Motw 

Marium 
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Murium & Ventorum. c. 15. And what other paittculats are ob 
fervable upon all thofe Coafts , concerning the Tydes ^ 

zo, Whetl>er tliere be any Difcoveries newer , than the newefi: 
princjdMaps, of the parts of the World North-eafi ol^iipw* 
And wliether ^'/7p.t;^; be truly an Ifland ^ or no cf 

ir. What is the true way of making and colouring China- 
Bijhs •, and liowin Chin,i and ^apa>}, they make the Black-ver- 
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12. With what Materials , and how they paint both upon 
Cloths^commoiily callM Pi^ta^os yZnd likewife upon Canvas^^r ? 

13. whether the Lignum Aloes be the Wood ^ or Root of a 
Tree < In what Countrey it is found < And how to know the bell 
of the kind ^ 

14. Whether the beftTV^ be that 5 which comes forth at the 
fiift of the Spring 5 and are the Top- leaves c* In what manner 'tis 
dried •, and whether the too hafty drying thereof hurts it < 

15. Whether there grows a Wood in ^utva ^ that naturally 
fmells like hymane Excrement : And if fo 3 what kind of ground 
it grojwsuic' 

16. Whether in the Moluccjue Iflands there be a Red Wooa\ 
whicli burns , fparkles 5 and flames , witliout being confumed -, 
yet may be rv^Juced to powder, by rubbing between ones fin- 

i?/:!S c' 

1 7. Whether near the Fort of Tcmate there be a Plant ^ calFd 
by the (nJiabitants Catopa y whence fall little Leaves , which are 
turned into Sutter-flies c' 

1 8. WliCther in Pegu , <nd other places of the Ea[l-Indies^ the) 
life apoyfon , that kihsby fmellingj and yet the poifonous fmell 
is hardly perceived:' 

19. Whether it be true ^ rliat the onely Antidote hitherto 
known^ againft the famous ^nd fatal M/tcaffar-^oylonj is humane 
Ordure ^ taken inwvirdly < And what fubflance that poy fen is made 

of^ 

20. Whether there be fuch, a Vegetable in 7^/ti;.r^ czXXd Man- 
gas hravas^ tluit is fo poifonous , that it kills prefenrly ^ and {or 
which no remedy hath bec^n yet found < 

2 1 • .Where the bed Calar/jl^a-ivood ^ or Palo d' AquiU ^ grows c' 
VVhcthcrthc i'/z/i? /^^^///74 be much inferiourtoC^/^;;??^/^-^ and 

I i i how 
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liow they are diftinguiiht c" Whether the later be the Tith of the 
former tr Whence the befl: fort comes ? Whether it be ftored 
with a rich and cordial Balme , and that be the caufe of its great 
rate , being mucfi ufed in cafes of decay of Spirits ^ and the lame- 
nefs andimpotency of Nerves < 

22, Whether chey draw an Oj/^ refembling Oyl of Cmi^hiyc^ 
from the Roots of CindmorhUtts. ^ and if fo^ how they draw 
it c^» 

23. Whether the Camphireof Borneo be not theExfudation or 
Gum of a Tree c" 

24. Whether the /W//^;?^ can fo prepare that ftupifying Herb, 
caird D//fr^^ or Datura^ that they make it lie feveral Dayes, 
Moneths^ and Years ^ according as they defign it ^ in a Mans Bo- 
dy 5 without doing him any hurt ^ and at the end kill him , with- 
out mifling an hours time i 

25, Whether the Bctele hath fuch a contrariety to the Duriony 
that a few leaves of that.3 put to a whole Shop-full of Durions^ 
will make them all rot fuddenly < And whether thofe , that have 
fatfettedonD//r/>;;/3 and thereby over-heated themfelvcSj do^ 
by laying a leaf or two of Bctele upon their Breads or Stomachs^ 
immediately cure the Inflamations, and recover c" 

%6^ Whether the P^7/^4j/^/ 5 which bear fruit like a Melon , do 
not bear 5 u-nlefs Male and Female (as the Vulgar diftinguifheQ 
them) ftand together c* 

27. Whetherthere be two forts of the Tree, calFd Arbor Tri- 
/?f 5 one^ by the Name of Tri/c dt Die^. the other^ Trifle di Not- 
:U 9 whereof the former flieds his flowers at the Rifing ^ theo- 
ther, at the Setting of the Sun ^ And whether the diftilled water 
thereof ( call'd Aquadi Mogli. by thePortugals) may not be tran- 
fported into thefe parts < 

28, Whether one of thofe Trees 5 call'd Arbre dc Rays , pro- 
pagates it felf into a whole Forreft 5 by fliooting up ^ and letting 
fail Roots fi om all its branches into the ground, thatfpringup 
again, ^si^l fo on'/ And whether there be any fingleonesof thefe 
Trees ^ that are above 50. feet in Diameter ^ as fome affirm < 

2 9 , What particulars are obferv'able lr\ viny ocher Plants of thofe 
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30, whether thoCe Sk/i-fiPies y that are in thcfi^ fd/is ploirip 
and in tCvifon at the FtcU Moon ^ and lean and out of feafon at 
thei\.%p, are^found to have contrary Conftitutions inthe£^/^ 
Indies f 

^K Whether the Animal , that yields the txweMuske , belike 
a Bear , hornlefs y found in the High-Countrey between Pegu 
and cluf^a ^ And whether the Muske gw\YS inBaggs y Blifteis^ 
or Swellings 3 which the Beaft robs off againft .Trees 5 it being 
affirmed to have been found in the Woods by the Scent ^ 
Whether true Muske , is difcerned from falfe by its yeliownefs ^ 
when rubb^i upon ones hand ^ and by its keeping that Coiour and 
the Scene 'f 

5 z . Whether there be two forts of Gum-lack , one produced by 
anlnfed:^ a certain winged Ant ^ the other ^ theExfiidationof a 
Tree^ 

5 J. To inquire after the Filli callM Caballa^ faid to be very 
powerful in flanching of blood c* 

54, Whether about ^ava there be Oyfters, or other Shell- 
iiilies ;, of that vaft blgnefs^ as to weigli 300. pounds 't 

.35. Whether in MnUcca there grows fometimes a flone Ir 
the ftomack of a kind of Porcufine, calFd Pedro Porco^ efteemed 
for its Cordial Vertue above Bezmr ? 

3(7. Wiietlicr there be found in the head of a certain Snake , a 
Stone, which laid upon a wound of any Venemous Creature , flicks 
faft to it 5 and draws away all the poyfon •, t lien being put in Milk, 
voids its poifon , and turns the Mil k blew ^ and then applied again, 
draws out the reft of the poifon, that may be behind, till the wound 
be perfedly cleanfcd 'f 

37. Whether the Rhinoceros have fuch an Antipathy againfi: 
Elephants, as is commonly related c'' 

38, Whether- incheljland ofSt.flelem^ the Tide beatthe 
fame time round in thefeveral Coafts of it 5 and what is the hour 
of Full Sea ^ and what the age of the Moon at the time of Obfer- 
vationc* 
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Inquiries for Perlia. 



I, l¥ 7 Hat ^fechkfiy the prcfent Studies of the Per flam -^ and 
V V what Kind of Learning they now excel! in tf 

2. What other Trades or Pracftices ^ bejfides Sllk-and Jaj^tftry 
makings they are skilled in c' 

5, VVhether^ there being iih-eadygoodDefcriptions in Words 
of the Excellent Pidures and Bafle Relieves , that are about Per- 
fefoUsztChimihjar^ yet none very particular-^ fome ixiay not be 
found fuflScienrly skiird ^ in chofe parrs ^ that might be engaged to 
make a Draught of thePlace^ and i\\Q Stories there pictured and 
carved cf 

4, How they make that Plainer ^ wherewith in thofe parts 
and in /W/W they line t\\t\r Tanks ox Cifterns ^ and which, when 
dry 5 iTiines Uke Marble , and is much harder:' 

Othex jQujcrks ^ concerning the Air, VV-'^ters, Minerals ^ Ve- 
getables, Animals , &c. pecuhar to Perfta^ may be taken out of 
iho^t General Heads of Inquiries :, for a Natural Hr ft or y of a Conn- 
trey j printed in Numb, 11. and out of th.ofe Articles of Inquiries 
concerning Mines ^ publiflK in Nu?nb. 15?. to which we reter the 
Header^ 

Jsto the Inquiries fro^er forl^mk^Y ^ they alfo are already pub- 
Itck. Sec Numb. 10^ 

Inquiries 
For Vira^iiiia and the Bermudas. 

1. /^Oncerning the Varieties of £/ir//;/ 5 'tisfaid^ .there is one 
^^ kindof aG^^;?/;;^)?conuftence5 whiteand cleer: Another, 
white 5 and fo light, that it fwims upon water : Another^ red^ 
caird Wapergh^ like Terra Sigillata, Quaere , what other confi- 
durable kinds are there < And to fend over a parcel of each, 

2, What conjfiderable Minerals^ Stones^Bitumensr^Tin^flures, 
Drugs c' 

3, What hot Baths ^ and of what Medicinal ufc c^ 

4, What IS the Original of thofe large Navigable Rivers , 

which 
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which empty themfelves into the Bay olchcf apeak < And whether 
on the other fide of that ridge of Mountains , from which they are 
fuppofed to proceed, there be noc other Rivers^ that flow into the 
South-Sea < 

5. How the Silk-graffe is prepared t 

6. To give a full account of that Vulnerary Root^ called PF/- 
chacan: Of Pocone ^ a Root of a red juyce , a good tinditre: Of 
Mufquaffenn^ a Root of a red tindure: Of the Plant Maricock ^ 
whofe fruit is faid to be fafhion'd like a Lemmon , exceeding plea- 
fant to the tafle^ of abloffom moft beautiful: Of i\\tChincomen- 
Tree, whofe fruit is faid tobave\ihiiake Irkea Ci^^jC^^/^^ iufcioos 
and hearty meat 5 both raw and boiled. 

7. Whether there be in the Bermudas a Poifon-weed > like our 
/o/jf , whofe leaves d by the touch caufe Bli/iers < And a Reed^ 
whofejuyce or infufion caufetli Vomit :" 

8. What kind of Trees thofe Barkes are taken from ^ that are 
ufed inflead of Tile or Slate in the covering of their Houfes ^ be- 
ing cooler in Sumtner and warmer in Winter ^ than Stone i 

9. To give a particular account of the Spider in the Bermudas j 
faid to be large and beautitul for its colours^ weaving a Web be- 
twixt feveral Trees ^ which is affirmed to be for fubftance and co- 
Jour like perfcd raw Silk -^^ foflrong, thatBirds;^ likeSnites^ are 
fnared therein f 

ID. Whether Deer have there generally three or four Fawnes as 
a brood < And whether any of the Cattle tranfported from hence^ 
becomes there more fruitful, than they w'ere here < 

11. Whether the Relation be true > of zGlue made of Harts- 
Horn , that will not diffolve in Watery and if fo, how made 1 

1 2. Whetherat the bottom of. the Bay of Ckafapeak North- 
ward 5 • the Natives be lull of fuch a Giganikk Stature ^ as has been 
reported c And, whether there be another people ^ not far from 
thefe y Eaftwardly 5 of a Dtvarfijh Stature i 

I J. Whether round about the Coafl of the Bermudas ^ the 
Tydes keep the fame time 5 and at ivhat a clock precifeJy 'tis 
Hi^h' water on the Dayes of F^dl and Nem Moon ^ and how high 
the Water rifes then i^ And the like on the Coafts of Virginia and 
Florida ^ 

For 



For Guaiana and Brafil. 

7, *T7T?HetIier about Mrr4^4 near Or^wf^^ 5 fome 8, degrees 

w V Northern Latitude , and about the Town Darien j 

Toads are prefentjy produced , by throwing a kind of Moorifli 

Water found there ^ upon the Floors of their Houfes i Lmfdote^. 

2. Whether it be true , that the Locufl of Bra^l , calPd Caaj- 
4rd^ changethin'theSpring-timeof that Countrey into a Plants 
and withers away ^ like a Plant *if And whether in the fame Coun* 
trey ^ that kind of Eruca ^ calY'd by the Portugals Lagartas des 
Ferids 5 turnsintoaBird, admirable for Colour andfwift flying j 
the change thereof being made fo leafurely^ thatonemay fora 
while fee half of the Infeft^ and the other half of the Bird ^ which 
the Natives call Gudnumbi^ the Portugals PegafreL Pifi. 

3, Whether upon the Leaves of that BrafiUan Tree ^ calfd Ce-: 
reild > there is , in a Sun-lliiny day^ found a White Salt in that 
quantity ^ that one may gather as much from two or three Leaves^ 
as will well fait a good pot of Broth t* Pif$, 

4. Whether there be found about the mouth of the River of 
Jmazms i z green Jrgilla^ which ^ though very foft underwa- 
ter ^ yetj when expofed to the Air 5 grows almoft as hard as a Di- 
amond ^ • in fo much that the Natives make Platchets of them , 
flrong and fliarp enough to cleave Wood; for which perpofealfo 
thofe Indians are faid to have ufed it ^ before they got Iron-ones f 
Andj whether this Ar^illa ^ become Stone , ha^^'e a peculiar ver- 
tueagainftthe^/i/r/^/j when carried by the Patient f Pdleprat 
in his Relation of the ijlands and temt-frma of the Southern 
America, 

5, Y^htih^xtht Black Bees In Guaiana^ about- the River Ore- 
noque ^ make black Honey and ¥/axef And whether they have 
no Stings ^ as the Aime Pe lief rat alSrmeth f 

The other Inquiries ^ read] for the other Countries above-named^ 
are^ ta avoid tedimfnefs ^ referred to am>ther opfortunitj^ 

Of 



